
I  have chosen to focus my manifesto on poverty because i t  affects
mi l l ions of  young people across the UK.  I t  l imits  thei r  opportunit ies to
learn,  jo in in act iv i t ies ,  t ravel ,  and maintain good mental  health.  I
bel ieve th is  is  one of the most important issues facing young people
today,  and i t  i s  v i ta l  that we take act ion so that no chi ld ’s  future is  held
back by their  background.

One of the ways I  would tackle th is  is  by campaigning for  disused counci l
bui ld ings and community  spaces to be reopened as youth c lubs.  These
clubs would provide free,  safe places where young people can meet
fr iends,  enjoy sport ,  and access support .  These clubs and act iv i t ies could
be run by teenagers aged 15 and above as th is  would not only  reduce
costs but also give them valuable work exper ience and volunteer ing
hours.  Schools  could then integrate part ic ipat ion into programmes such
as the Duke of Edinburgh Award,  ensur ing part ic ipat ion is  recognized
and rewarding.

 However ,  corporate companies could also be part  of  the solut ion.  Many
already commit  t ime to community  projects ,  and by work ing with them,
youth c lubs could host  f ree workshops on sk i l l s  such as CV wri t ing,
interv iew pract ice,  and career conf idence. This  isn ’ t  s imply a cost-saving
idea but i t  creates genuine value for  everyone involved.  Young people
gain sk i l l s  and conf idence,  schools  bui ld st ronger l inks with their
communit ies ,  and businesses invest  in  the next generat ion of workers.

Moreover ,  poverty often increases stress and anxiety for  young people,
but support  is  not always easy to f ind.  Therefore I  would also campaign
for more school-based mental  health drop-ins and peer-support  groups,
c losely  connected with youth c lubs.  For  example,  c lubs could host
wel lbeing sess ions run by char i t ies or  t rained volunteers ,  whi le schools
provide regular  drop-ins with counsel lors  or  mentors.  This  combined
approach would make mental  health support  access ible in safe,  fami l iar
places whi lst  a lso removing the st igmas that surround poverty ,  so young
people feel  comfortable seeking help when they need i t  the most.

As an MYP,  I  would campaign nat ional ly  for  these pract ical  and
achievable steps:  youth c lubs that bui ld sk i l l s  and futures ,  corporate
partnerships that benef i t  everyone,  and jo ined-up mental  health support
in schools  and communit ies.  Together ,  these in i t iat ives would give every
young person the chance to thr ive,  no matter  their  background.
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